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Ave Atque Vale! (Hail and Farewell!)

HE first words I write as Editor-in-Chief of Journal of

Spacecraft and Rockets must express the appreciation I
feel towards my predecessors in the position; Don Fraser, who
helped to train me as an Associate Editor, and Paul
Holloway, who has made the past three years go rapidly
because of his inspiring leadership and his friendly willingness
to be helpful, despite his ever-increasing workload with
NASA. I hope I can come close to meeting the example they
have set.

The key personnel in the success of a technical journal are,
of course, the Associate Editors. I feel fortunate that Drs.
Gerald Walberg and George Hazelrigg have agreed to extend
their terms for another year, thus easing the transition in the
position of Editor-in-Chief. I feel equally fortunate in being
able to introduce the two new AE’s for JSR. Dr. Michael F.
Card, Chief of the Structural Mechanics Division at
NASA /Langley, will be responsible for the area of structures,
especially large space structures. His name was given to me as
an interested expert in the field by all those I approached and
his enthusiastic acceptance bodes well for the journal. Mike
has over twenty years of experience in the area of structural
dynamics following his Ph.D. from VPI&SU and recently
organized a session on large space structures at the 1980
Annual Meeting. He is the outgoing chairman of the Struc-
tures TC. A personal friend, as well as a professional co-
worker, will succeed me in the area of chemical propulsion.
He is Leon D. Strand, a member of the technical staff at the
Jet Propulsion Lab for the past eighteen years, following his
receipt of an MSME from the University of Minnesota. Leon
has worked extensively in the fields of solid propellant

strumentation for combustion studies and the charac-
terization of aerosols. He is presently a member of the
Propellants and Combustion TC, and has been involved in
organizing several technical conferences. These four should
form a strong team which will make JSR responsive to the
needs of its readers and its contributors.

The connection with the Technical Committees, as
represented by the two new editors, is important in light of the
increasing emphasis being placed on the cooperation between
the journals and the TCs. Such cooperation was one of the
recommendations of the ATAA Action Plan and has been
endorsed by the Technical Activities Committee. Approaches
such as those suggested above by Paul Holloway will be
among those I will attempt to implement in representing both
the Technical and the Publications aspects of AIAA.

The challenges so well articulated by Paul reflect my
personal feeling that the primary goal of AIAA is technical
communication among its members and other workers in the
aerospace industry. The existence of strong, viable journals
relies on inputs from those in the forefront of the several
fields of current and future interest. This is especially im-
portant for JSR with its emphasis falling within the area of
spacecraft and spaceflight. If JSR can be recognized as the
journal where the important discoveries associated with the
technology of flight in space are to be found, then technical
communication at an exemplary level can be achieved. This is
my goal for JSR in the 1980’s.

R.H. Woodward Waesche
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